INCEEDIBLE OBTUSENESS

accomplished an identical number of correct lines
and no other person had made even an attempt.

In explaining Thang-lfs subsequent behaviour
it has been claimed by many that the strain of
being compelled, in the exercise of his duty, to
remain for three days and three nights in the
middle of the Hall surrounded by that ferocious
horde, all clamouring to reach him, and the
contemplation of the immense sum which he
would gain by so unparalleled a batch of rejec-
tions, contorted his faculties of discrimination
and sapped the resources of his usually active
mind. Whatever cause is accepted, it is agreed
that as soon as he returned to his house he
summoned Hien and Tsin Lung together and
leaving them for a moment presently returned,
leading Fa Fei by the hand. It is further agreed
by all that these three persons noticed upon his
face a somewhat preoccupied expression, and on
the one side much has been made of the ad-
jmtted fact that as he spoke he wandered round
the room catching flies, an occupation eminently
suited to his age and leisurely tastes but, it may
be confessed, not altogether well chosen at so
ceremonious a moment.

" It has been said," he began at length, withdraw-
ing his eyes reluctantly from an unusually large
insect upon the ceiling and addressing himself to
the maiden, "that there are few situations in life
that cannot be honourably settled, and without
loss of time, either by suicide, a bag of gold, or by
thrusting a despised antagonist over the edge of
a precipice upon a dark night. This inoffensive
person, however, has striven to arrive at the con*-
elusion of a slight domestic arrangement both by
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